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Introduction to Song of Solomon Manual

Cathy and I served the post-secondary students of southern Africa for ten years, from
1974-1984.  During that time we inquired often of the students in ten countries:
“God has called us to open and share the Scriptures with you.  What are the concerns
and needs that you would like to see our God address?  Please tell us where you are
itching, so that we can scratch in the right places.”

A common response was that our African brothers and sisters were keen to hear clear
and practical teaching in the areas of “courtship”, marriage, and sex.  This felt need is
probably shared by most of the world’s people (!), but it certainly has a prominent
place in Africa…

Cathy and I had read the Song of Solomon, in alternating chapters, on our wedding
night (as I recall, she read her chapters slowly and thoughtfully, and I read mine
rather rapidly…)

Seven years later, we came across Craig Glickman’s Song for Lovers (IVP, 1976), and
were off and running.  He scratched in so many itchy places!!  Since that day in 1980,
Cathy and I have read and reflected much on these 117 verses in the middle of Scripture.
And for twenty-five years we have taught them, for instance, in a 30 minute summary
for a church audience, as an opening 18 sermon series preached in our first church
in Victoria, B.C. Canada, and as a 45 hour class for a wonderful group of Ethiopian
theological students.

What follows is our effort to put some of our discoveries into print in the hopes that
this amazing Song will be heard, and sung, far beyond where our voices can carry.

The design of our manual is somewhat unusual.  We highly recommend using the
manuscript approach to study, and the Song is printed in this way on one side only in
order to make for easier photocopying.  The four coloured sections contain not only
teaching, but also discussion questions and other resources.  Each of the fourteen
smaller units is introduced by a page with a vertical black line on its far right edge.
Finally, the appendix includes further resources, including an excellent bibliography.

It is our hope that the format will make the Song easy to read and to study, and a little
easier to teach.  We pray that the Song will contribute to a generation that will say
“yes” to the joy of one man and one woman and one lifetime, and will say “no” to AIDS
and other enemies of the marriages that God intends.

Someone has defined leadership as “the ability to plant a tree under whose shade
they will not expect to sit.”  Let’s all plant some trees.
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Our manual has three main parts.
I. Introduction

1. Our overall outline
2. “Appetizer” article by Chuck Missler.

3. Manuscript copy of the Song of Solomon
4. Two articles explaining the manuscript approach

II. Main Body of Teaching (in four colour-coded parts)
1. A “Ready?” page, which contains a set of questions designed to get us into the

passage.  (Each of these fourteen sections is set off by a black top corner for
easier reference.)

2. About three pages of reflection on each section, sharing what Cathy and I
have found helpful and significant in each passage.

3. Other resources clarifying and amplifying the message contained in each of
these passages.

4. A page of response which is designed to make the song as practical and lasting
as possible.

III. Appendix
1. A possible weekend format.  We believe that the Song’s fourteen sections divide

nicely into four parts, and so we include outlines for four talks and also four
sets of questions.  They could be used, for instance, for Friday evening, Saturday
morning and evening, and Sunday morning talks of 30-45 minutes each,
followed by 45-90 minutes of group discussion.

2. A couple of written resources by the Potts:
a. An overall introduction and summary of the Song of Solomon, contributing

(hopefully!) to the vast amount of material already available.

b. An article written for The Banner, a monthly publication of the Christian
Reformed Church, which could be easily adapted into a sermon.

3. A couple excellent contributions from current commentaries:
a. An excerpt from The Message of the Song of Songs by Tom Gledhill

b. Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon by David Hubbard (The Communicators
Commentary Series)

4. An excellent biography is supplied at the end, taken from The Song of Songs
by Tremper Longman III (NICOT Commentary Series)
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Our Overall Outline

COURTSHIP      �       CENTREPIECE      �      CONFLICT     �      CONCERT

    1.1- 3.5                         3.6 – 5.1                     5.2 – 6.13                 7.1 – 8.14

Introduction to Song of Solomon Manual ................................. 3

I. The Centrepiece (3.6 – 5.1) .............................................. 37

1. Finally...the Wedding Day! (3:6-11) ........................................................ 38

2. Focus...The Wedding Night, Stage One (4.1-7)....................................... 44

3. Foreplay... The Wedding Night, Stage Two (4:8-11) ................................ 49

4. Fulfillment...the Wedding Night, Stage Three (4.12 - 5.1) ....................... 55

II. The Courtship (1.1 – 3.5) .................................................. 61

5. What are you Looking for? (1.1-8) .......................................................... 62

6. What are you Aiming for? (1.9 - 2.7) ...................................................... 72

7. What are you Waiting for? (2.8 - 3.5) ..................................................... 87

III. The Conflict (5.2 – 6.13) ................................................... 99

8. The Problem: Carelessness (5.2-8) ........................................................ 100

9. The Process: Concern (hers) and Contributions (others) (5.9-6.3) ......... 110

10. The Progress: Cleverness (his) (6.4-13) ................................................. 116

IV. The Concert (7.1 – 8.14).................................................. 123

11. Symphony of Married Love (7.1-10) ..................................................... 124

12. Sharing of Married Love (7.11-8.4) ....................................................... 136

13. Splendour of Married Love (8.5-7)........................................................ 144

14. Source of Married Love (8.8-14) ........................................................... 151

Appendix ............................................................................... 163
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