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LESSON 19 -  HISTORY ITSELF IS THE JUDGEMENT OF GOD

Our study of Israel has been a case study in God`s interactions with his Creation: through watching his interaction with Israel, we better understand His will for us all.

A. God is a God of self-revelation, not a creation of human reason or philosophy. He has revealed himself in history. His actions and interactions with humanity in history reveal:

     1. His love for mankind

     2. His hatred of evil

     3. His righteousness and faithfulness

     4. His plan for salvation

     5. His sovereignty

     6. The revelation that history itself contains the judgement of God.

The Western Church has emphasized the love of God in recent history. To understand Godès love fully, requires and understanding of his justice as well. Only those who know Him understand what justice truly is.

"He has shown you oh man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God."  (Mic.6:8)

What is justice? Read Isa 5:11-30; 58; Amos 2:6f.

B. The Justice and the Wrath of God.

God loves us and will not permit the exploitation of His creation (including us!). He demands that justice be done.  How and when does judgement come? What is its purpose?

1. God's wrath is objective, unlike human wrath. It is actions rather than feelings, not vindictive, or punitive, but tempered with long-suffering.

2. All are objects of God's wrath, both non-Jews (“heathen”) and Jews. (Rom 3:9, 23) because all of us have rebelled against God, wanting our own way.
3. God's wrath is administered in both the present and the future. In the present we find that we reap what we sow (Isa 3:9-11). If people choose to pursue what is evil (counter to God’s revealed will, God gives them up to their own desires, and people reap the consequences of their choices (Rom 1:26). Life becomes increasingly miserable when we turn our backs on God.


Question: How much of the suffering in people's lives is the result of their own, or someone else's sin?

     4. There is also a future aspect to God's judgement. 

· Judgement will come in the future as well as the present - we can be sure of that. When we die we come before the judgement seat of God. Every person will answer to Him (2 Cor 5:10). Our works will also be judged, but will not determine whether or not we are saved - our salvation is based totally on our acceptance of Jesus' sacrifice (1 Cor 3:10-15).
· He holds back the final and full outpouring of His wrath in order that more might be saved (2 Pet 3:8-10). We get a picture of what God's wrath outpoured looks like in Revelation, Chapters 8-9 (trumpets). 

· We know that God's people rejoice as He carries out His judgement on ungodliness, particularly those who have suffered deeply for their faith in Christ (Rev 11:17-18)

5. This judgement is expressed in death - both physical and spiritual (Rom. 6:20-23)
6. God uses historical events as his instrument of judgement. (Jer. 5:15-17; 6:22-30; Jud. 3:12-14 [Eglon, king of Moab]; Deut. 28:47-50).

D.  Aspects of Judgement

1. Negative: to cut off, destroy, punish, as in the Flood,  OT plagues. Exercised against those who willfully and deliberately rebel against Him and His purposes. This is condemnation.
2. Positive: discipline, not to destroy, but to put back on track (Heb.12:5-11) because He loves us. Both aspects are shown in Isa. 1:24-28. See also 1 Cor. 5:1-5. According to Heb. 12:7-11 God uses it:

· to purify us, make us holy

· to produce righteousness (right relationships)   

· bring us peace (with Him and ourselves) 

· to give us life, sonship

Is there really justice?

Sometimes as we look around us, evidence seems to point to the contrary. It seems that God's people suffer and the wicked go free. 
Read Ps. 73:1-14 The psalmist struggles with this problem. Have you ever felt  this way?

Habakkuk: a contemporary of Jeremiah. Wrestles with God over the issue of judgement. The book is not addressed to any nation, but is rather a dialogue between the prophet and God.

Habakkuk argues with God over His ways, which seem unfathomable if not unjust (why has God chosen a nation even more evil than Israel (Assyria/Babylon) to judge Israel?). It is more than just one man’s struggles. It is representative of the godly in Judah, struggling to comprehend the ways of God. It therefore speaks as well to all who share Habakkuk's doubts about God's ways.

Question: Hab 1:2-4 Why does the evil in Judah go unpunished?

God's answer: the Babylonians will punish Judah (1:5-11).

God has announced that He will use the Babylonians, a nation far more wicked than Judah, to judge His people.

2nd question: How can a just God use wicked Babylon to punish a people far more righteous than themselves? (1:12-2:1).

God's answer: Babylon will be punished, and faith will be rewarded (2:2-20).

H.'s response: After asking for manifestations of God's wrath and mercy, he closes with a confession of trust and joy. (Ch.3)

We need to learn to rest in God and wait for Him to act, remembering that what we see now is not the finished product, the end of the story. Rest in God's promises of justice to be done, and mercy extended.  Even if it means the loss of all that is good in life God is still to be trusted. (Echoes of Job) We must learn how to find our joy in the Lord.




























































































































